
 

 Newsletter Term 4 Week 2 

Contact us 

Balgowlah North Public School 

 

address             10 Manning Street North Balgowlah NSW, 2093 

telephone          02 9949 4499 

fax                      02 9949 7832 

email                  balgowlahn-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au1 

website              balgowlahn-p.schools.nsw.gov.au2 

 

                                                                 
1https://balgowlahn-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
2https://balgowlahn-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/ 



‘We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians on whose land our school rests. Their footsteps 

and whispers blow in the wind, drift on the clouds, remain deep in the sandstone and float on the 

waterways of this place. Their memories and Dreaming stories will continue to connect us to the land 

and guide future generations of our school community. Country is alive if you take the time to look, 
listen and learn.’ 
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Principal's Report 

 



 

 



 

 

What a lovely week of celebrations of student learning. The Bear Pit assembly was a great opportunity 

to hear the speeches of Sam Pickard and Kara Nortmann. We were especially excited to have Mr James 

Griffin here to acknowledge the hard work of all our student finalists. Another favourite highlight of the 

school year is our Book Parade. Celebrating literacy and the love of books gives us all an opportunity to 
dress up! 

Great news on the Year 6 camp. Students will be attending camp from the 4th of November until the 6th 

of November. This is a new venue for us ‘Adventureland’ at Forster. The students are very excited. 
Please ensure payment and paperwork is submitted as soon as possible as we have a quick turnaround.  



Kindergarten orientation dates are the 5th, 6th and 13th of November. More information is available on 
the school website.  

The school executive spent last Thursday working together on our school situational analysis. We look 

forward to working with our staff and school community to discuss ‘Our where to next’ and directions 

for our school over the next three years. Thank you to all the parents who completed our parent survey. 

This information along with our student survey have highlighted we have a lot to celebrate. 92% of our 

students indicate they have positive relationships at school. Our Year 5 and 6 data show our students 
have a strong sense of belonging, with 85% of our students feeling proud of their school.  

I look forward to seeing many of you in the virtual space at P&C next week.  

Brooke Keevers 

Principal 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Deputy Principal's report 

Bear Pit Assembly 

Congratulations to our Stage 2 and 3 Bear Pit winners, Kara and Sam. They presented their speeches on 

Monday at a special assembly, and we welcomed Mr James Griffin, the Member for Manly, to present 

them with their certificates. All finalists also were announced and congratulated. Unfortunately, due to 

COVID-19, we were unable to attend Parliament House for the interschool competition. We look 
forward to it resuming in 2021. 

Band 

Thank you to our concert band demonstration students and conductor, Mr Harris,  for leading our Yr 2 

Band information session yesterday afternoon. There is a zoom Band Information evening for parents 

tomorrow (Thursday 22 October) for all interested parents. If you are interested in your child being part 

of our band program, we strongly recommend you attend this zoom meeting as expectations, fees and 

instrument hire will all be discussed. Please see the band section of this newsletter for all details.  

Kindergarten and Year 1 sports morning 

Our Kindergarten and Year 1 students will be participating in a sports morning next Tuesday 27 October. 

Information regarding the morning went home on the school app yesterday. Please ensure you have 
read this information.  

Staff Professional Learning 

Our teachers are continuing with their teaching sprints focus in mathematics, looking specifically at 

teaching metacognition strategies. This is a great, easy to read article that explains the benefits of 
children developing rich metacognition strategies:  

.3 Metacognition supports the work we have already engaged in with Visible Learning over the last few 
years.  

The teaching staff are also completing professional learning in 'Smiling Minds' and developing skills in 
how to incorporate mindfulness strategies into the classroom. 

Belinda Norrie 

A/Deputy Principal 

                                                                 
3https://cambridge-community.org.uk/professional -development/gswmeta/index.html  



 

https://sway.office.com/6Lk46YufKqE3ogl4#content=HfrUgAOzdfrgaM 



 



 



 

 



 



 



Assembly Awards - 3-6 Term 4 Week 1 

 



 



Class snapshots 

 

PBL  

Weekly focus: We communicate and interact with kindness 

 

 

What it looks like:  

• Respect personal space 

• Keep your hands and feet to yourself 

• Use kind words to communicate 

• Take turns using popular playground areas like handball courts and equipment if others want to 
use the space as well 



 

https://sway.office.com/6Lk46YufKqE3ogl4#content=06ug9tqXEuVHIy 

Library news 

Waste free Wednesday 

 



 

Congratulations to 4C, 4M and 5S for their environmentally friendly efforts to be waste free. They all 
achieved 100%!  

Dates for your diary 

 

 October 22 

• Premier's debating challenge final vs Maroubra Bay  

• Zoomobile incursion Year 1 

• Remote band information evening 

October 27 

• K-1 sports morning 

October 28 

• Remote P&C meeting 



 

Band news 

Band / Strings news 

For anyone interested in joining our band or strings programme in 2021, we have our band/strings 

parent information night, immediately followed by our band committee meeting, both on zoom this 

week. All welcome. 

THURSDAY 22/10Parent information night 6.30pm-7.30pmBand/strings committee meeting 7.30pm-
8.30pm  

https://nsweducation.zoom.us/j/66607794180?pwd=aWhpM0VJYTh6VWdZNURtbm9OUlJzUT09 

Meeting ID: 666 0779 4180 

Passcode: bnps 

You can use your child's DoE login, OR any Zoom account login to attend this meeting.  



 

https://sway.office.com/6Lk46YufKqE3ogl4#content=Xcf5AFSX5sqw4t 

Canteen News 

We have Up & Go breakfast drinks for any last-minute Larry or Lisa who needs a quick breakfast solution 

and this term we will be introducing a twist to the traditional Mac N Cheese with our Creamy Macaroni 
with Tuna topped with a Cheddar Crumb. 

Many thanks,Melissa 

 



 



P&C news 

 



 

Koolkuna 

 

Dear Families,   

Another successful Vacation Care done and dusted! We appreciate all the positive feedback and support 
throughout the holidays and we are very much looking forward to an exciting Term 4!   



Please ensure all Term 4 permanent bookings are correct and updated via My Family Lounge and we ask 

all families to make sure they are marking any absences on the My Family Lounge App. These steps are 

very important in ensuring that Koolkuna is organising appropriate staffing and food supply each day.   

With a new Term, comes new extra-curricular activities and Winter sports turns to Summer sports. 

Please find attached our extra-curricular permission form and ensure Koolkuna is aware of any current 
changes to your child’s extra-curricular activities.  

If you have any issues with either of these steps, contact Koolkuna immediately.     

Kind Regards, 

Koolkuna OSHC Admin Team 

Mob: 0400 774 697 | admin@koolkunaoshc.com.au 

Community information 

 

GERRIC at the UNSW School of Education is proud to presentan eight-part Gifted Parenting series. 

It’s common for parents of gifted children to feel confused about the educational needs of their gifted 

child. Sometimes, the advanced development of the abilities of a gifted child outpaces the child's 

physical development, and results in frustration for both parent and child. Additionally, challenges exist 

for parents in understanding the affective needs of gifted children, which may be very different to the 

rest of the population.We hope that this eight-part series will assist parents to develop a greater 

understanding of their gifted child's needs both at home and at school; interact with other parents of 

gifted children; and learn from current research and experts in the field of gifted education.This series 

is delivered online (via Zoom), 7-8:30pm Tuesday and Thursday nights, over the month of 

September will be led by our GERRIC academics: Associate Professor Dr. Jae Yup Jung, Dr Geraldine 

Townend, and Dr. Peta Hay.Find out what's in the series4 

Read more about each presentation here.5 

1.  Who are gifted students? (September 1) 

                                                                 
4https://unsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4e84212e21826ff7b90be01de&id=b4e8c1d653&e=8bd888390a 
5https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/education/professional -learning/gerric/courses-for-

parents?mc_cid=b360cd9f92&mc_eid=8bd888390a  



2. Identification (September 3) 

3. Academic, social and emotional needs (September 8) 

4. Underachievement (September 10) 

5. School choice (September 15) 

6. Advocating for your gifted child (September 17) 

7. Gifted with disability (September 22) 

8. The career decisions of gifted students (September 24) 

 

 

 

 

Ethics Volunteers 

We are urgently seeking volunteers who are available about an hour each Thursday morning to prepare 

and deliver an ethics class at our school. Volunteer ethics teachers receive training and support as well 

as the chance to contribute to our school in a rewarding way. Lessons are thought provoking and are 

designed to enhance children’s critical thinking and moral reasoning skills. You will help teach children 

to make decisions based on logic and evidence, rather than out of habit or peer pressure while giving 

them practise at forming and expressing their own ideas. If you or anyone you know might be interested 



(e.g. grandparent, neighbour) visit primaryethics.com.au6 or email the Primary Ethics Coordinator Susan 
Gray at bnpsethics@gmail.com7 to find out more. 

Susan Gray 

Primary Ethics Coordinator 

 

 

                                                                 
6http://primaryethics.com.au/ 
7mailto:bnpsethics@gmail.com 



 



 

 

 



 

1 - website8 

                                                                 
8https://www.gckfinancialgroup.com.au/ 


