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Mobile Device Procedures

Mobile Device Procedures

Rationale 

At Balgowlah North Public School, we aim to develop students who are lifelong learners, able to 
challenge themselves, create connections and contribute positively to our world. For the 
purposes of this procedure, ‘communication devices’ refers to mobile phones and smart watches.  

In this technological age we understand there is a range of technology available including mobile 
telephones, smart watches, digital cameras, fitbits and other similar devices. We understand that 
some students may need to be in possession of a mobile phone at school for reasons relating to 
their safety when traveling to and from school. When these communication devices are misused 
by students they can be disruptive to students' welfare, socialisation and in some cases, cause 
various levels of harm. This can cause distress and breach the privacy of others.  

Parents are able to contact their children by calling the school phone number 9949 4499. If 
necessary, students can contact parents from the office phone.  

If a parent feels it is necessary for their child to bring a communication device (mobile phone or 
smart watch) to school, then the rules for student use of mobile phones and smart watches in the 
school are listed below: 

• Devices brought to and kept at school are used entirely at their owner’s risk. Balgowlah 
North Public School cannot accept any responsibility for theft, loss or damage of these 
devices. 

• Mobile phones are to be kept in the student’s bag at all times including, before school, 
recess and lunchtime, and must be switched off or on silent.

• Smart phone, smart watch, notification alerts and location must be switched off.
• Phones and watches are not to be used to call home in an emergency. This is the duty of 

the school and the administrator/teacher in charge.
• Phones and watches are not to be used to call home in the event of a mishap at school or 

because belongings have been forgotten,  unless at a teacher’s discretion and under the 
supervision of the teacher.  In the main, these events are to be dealt with by the school. 
Parents will be informed of any events that have impacted on their child.

• Phones and watches are not to be used in the classroom, playground or
incursion/excursion for any of the following purposes; check text messages, access games, 
the internet, images, the camera or videos.

• Phones and watches are not to be used to harass, bully or intimidate students or staff. 
Breaches will be dealt with as per the school’s Student Wellbeing procedures.

Any use of mobile phones and smart watches by a student,  that is in breach of these rules, will 
lead to the confiscation of the device. In this instance, parents will be notified and confiscated 
devices will need to be collected from the Administration Office by the student’s parent or 
guardian at the end of the day. 
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